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50th Anniversary 

NEWSLETTER 

Matthew 17:20 
“He said to them, ‘Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you 
have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be             
impossible for you.'” 
 

For over 50 years, ASCT (Children of the Dump) has encountered          
numerous challenges in its mission in Manila. The words of Jesus         
emphasise the importance and power of even a small amount of faith, 
illustrating that faith can overcome obstacles and achieve the seemingly 
impossible when we trust in God’s strength. 
 

My association with the charity commenced in 2003 after attending a 
presentation at St. Pauls in Camberley, which reminded me of my time 
volunteering at Mother Theresa’s orphanage in Manila. The severe    
poverty I witnessed there had a profound impact on me, motivating me 
to support this charity. By 2009, I accompanied David Cox to the official 
opening of Mango Tree House, solidifying my commitment to the       
children and admiration for the resilient communities we serve. 
 

David Cox and Anne Turrell's articles, later in the newsletter, trace the 
history of the organisation, showcasing the enduring impact and         
dedication to improving the lives of children. This article summarises 
many years of committed service in Manila, underscoring the continued 
strength of faith and vision. 
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As mentioned by David, one significant achievement was the                
development of the new Mango Tree House in Rodriguez, near the vast 
Payatas rubbish dump. Initially ambitious, we fundraised and sought 
loans to purchase land and construct the property before selling the old 
building. Eventually, we secured sufficient funds and sold the old     
building at a favourable price, repaying all the generous loans. We      
celebrated the opening in 2009 on my first visit to the wonderful work.  
 

By 2016, it became necessary to address the future of Cashew Tree 
School due to land reclamation by historic owners. Just like the local 
community, we were squatters, and the courts were assigning           
ownership of land titles. To avoid eviction and ensure continued          
education, we decided to build new school premises on the Mango Tree 
site, strategically located between Payatas and Sitio Pintor dumpsites.        
Remarkably, we raised £52,000 to construct a single-storey building with 
potential for future expansion. Simultaneously, drastic reductions in the 
exchange rate significantly impacted our reserves as we fought to keep 
service levels in Manila fully funded. Faced with difficult decisions about 
future funding, we launched our biggest appeal for additional supporters 
and donations. As always, our faith was rewarded, and people            
generously contributed to carry us through that period, allowing us to 
not only sustain service levels but also to grow them, supporting more 
children than ever. 
 

In 2019, the new school building became operational, initially for 100 
students; however, we then faced the global Covid-19 pandemic. The 
communities in Manila experienced significant challenges, with schools 
across the Philippines closed for nearly three years. Virtual teaching 
posed additional difficulties for our children due to limited devices and 
internet connectivity. The ASCF staff demonstrated remarkable       
adaptability and resilience as they were isolating within Mango Tree 
House keeping children safe. In the UK, we launched an emergency    
appeal to provide food parcels for families confined to their homes and 
unable to work. A lesson in the need to be fleet of foot when supporting 
these vulnerable communities. 
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During this period, the team extended their efforts to the Sitio Pintor 
dumpsite community, addressing the lack of access to education. Many 
families had not registered their children, a prerequisite for school      
eligibility. Additionally, a small classroom was built to establish a satellite 
Cashew Tree School, delivering essential services to this impoverished 
community. 
 

Today, fifty years on, it is challenging to quantify the number of children 
our services have impacted and supported over the years. There are 
countless stories of the impact for individuals and the lives transformed 
through education. The team in Manila has consistently provided       
professional love and care for every child they support. We hope to 
share more of those case studies with you during this anniversary year. 
 

We remain vigilant and forward-thinking and will be dedicating the next 
12-18 months to a strategic review of the needs and wishes of the    
communities we serve, the operations in Manila, and addressing the          
numerous challenges on the horizon. For example: 
• The environments we operate in have changed: Payatas dumpsite 

closed years ago, yet the economy remains rooted in recycling with 
numerous junk shops and lots of poverty. Most scavengers have   
relocated to Sitio Pintor. Payatas has transformed, with new      
buildings and some more affluent residents. Kasiglahan has grown 
from a tiny village into a bustling town, even hosting a McDonald's. 
Sitio  Pintor dumpsite now receives all the rubbish from Metro      
Manila, and the local population has increased significantly, living 
without public transport, electricity, or running water. 

• Mango Tree House, our residential care home, originally designed for 
60 children, now houses 18. From complex and unimaginably       
difficult backgrounds, these young people flourish in the nurturing 
environment of Mango. It is our flagship service, but costs have     
escalated, and future regulatory requirements must be met and 
funded to maintain our license to operate. 

• The Grapevine Scholarship Programme now supports 140 children, 
highly valued by local families. Recently, it has been instrumental in 
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meeting government regulations that discourage long-term           
residential care and favour family reintegration. To cater for these 
children’s needs, Grapevine+ was introduced, providing enhanced 
financial and social support to maintain children in education while 
living in a family environment. 

• Cashew Tree School delivers free early years education for 4–6     
year-olds across three sites – Payatas, Kasiglahan, and Sitio Pintor. 
More organisations are setting up similar services in the Kasiglahan 
area and while Cashew is highly prized by parents, we need to       
understand the balance between supply and demand and how we fit 
into that. 

• ASCF, our sister charity in Manila receives over 90% of its funding 
from this UK organisation. There is a need for more diversity of     
Filipino income streams to ensure a healthy, sustainable                 
organisation. 

 

Currently, we have 324 students across the three programmes. Below, 
we share some information about their situations. 
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Monthly income: 
 

Other facts about our families. 
• 52 children’s families work as scavengers, with an average monthly 

income of £126 (£4.06 per day). 
• 50 children’s families are construction workers, with an average 

monthly income of £152 (£4.90 per day). 
• 63 children have one or both parents absent or deceased. 
• 177 of the mothers are housewives, with an average family income 

of £163 per month (£5.25 per day). 
• The average family monthly income for all 322 families is £156 per 

month (£5.03 per day). 
 

We are grateful to be able to thank God for His unfailing grace over the 
past 50 years and we look forward to celebrating with you at one or 
more of the various events and activities planned for this year. With your 
support and all the wonderful people like you, the children in Manila will 
continue to thrive and have the opportunities they deserve. 
 

Kay Mackay—Chair Children of the Dump (ASCT) 
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Celebrating ASCT’s Anniversary – 50 Years of Transforming Lives 

An extract from an article David 
Cox wrote for the charities 40th          
Anniversary  in 2015. 
 

On 15th February 1975, ASCT was 
founded when David Taylor, along 
with four trustees, signed a        
declaration of trust. What began as 
a vision to support children in need 
across Asia has grown into a        
life-changing mission, impacting 
hundreds of children in the        
Philippines. 
 

In our early years, ASCT focused on providing safety and shelter for 
street children in Hong Kong. As our work expanded, we identified great 
need in the Philippines, leading to the establishment of projects in      
Manila and Baguio. Collaborations with charities like Tearfund and The 
Amos Trust helped us navigate the challenges of operating across       
continents, ensuring that children not only had a place to stay but also 
opportunities for education. 

 

The pivotal moment came in 1991 
when ASCT established its sister  
charity, ASCF, to facilitate property 
ownership. This enabled us to        
purchase and transform a  bungalow 
into what became Mango Tree 
House, a dedicated home for         
children. Officially opened in June 
1995, this three-storey facility       
provided a safe and nurturing         
environment for those in our care. 

 

Recognizing the urgent need for education among the children of 
Payatas' rubbish dump workers, we embarked on our next major        
project—Cashew Tree School. By the end of 1998, ASCT was supporting 
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Celebrating ASCT’s Anniversary – 50 Years of Transforming Lives 

112 children across its programs,       
including Mango Tree House, Cashew 
Tree School, and what later became the 
Grapevine scholarship project. 
A milestone was reached on 29th May 
2009 when a brand-new   Mango Tree 
House was opened, made possible by 
the generosity of our UK   supporters 
who raised £147,000 for the project. 
This state-of-the-art  facility further 
strengthened our commitment to 
providing a stable foundation for      
children to thrive - David Cox 

The success of ASCT over the past 50 years is a testament to the         
dedication of our  trustees, staff, volunteers, and supporters. Their      
unwavering commitment has transformed lives and created a lasting  
impact. Special mention must be made of Ann Turrall, one of our   
founding trustees, who continues to support ASCT to this day—a true           
reflection of the deep and enduring connection our supporters have with 
our mission. 
 

In 2016, following consultation, the Asian Students Christian Trust (ASCT) 
changed its operating name to Children of the Dump. The new name was 
chosen for its strong impact and clear reflection of our work, while our 
values and mission remained unchanged.  
 

As we celebrate this 50th anniversary, we reflect on the hundreds of 
children whose lives have been changed through education, shelter, and 
care. Children of the Dump (ASCT’) journey is one of resilience, hope, 
and   unwavering belief in the potential of every child. Thank you for   
being part of this incredible story—we look forward to the future and 
the many lives we will  continue to touch. 
Kay Mackay 
Chair—Children of the Dump (ASCT) 

50 Years of Transforming Lives—Kay Mackay 
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A LEGACY OF COMPASSION: ANN TURRALL’S STORY 

Ann Turrall has been a dedicated supporter of our work for many       
decades, continuing a legacy started by her late brother, Bill Turrall. Bill 
was deeply committed to the work begun by David Taylor with street 
children in Hong Kong in the late 1950s and early 1960s. When Bill 
passed away, Ann took on his commitment, supporting the mission ever 
since. 
 

As the Hong Kong government later took over the care of these children, 
Holland Hostel was built to house them, and the work expanded beyond 
Hong Kong. This led to the formation of ASCT under the leadership of 
David Taylor and later David Cox, shifting the focus to the Philippines. 
Ann fondly remembers how ASCT grew, forming boards in both the UK 
and the Philippines, organizing fundraising efforts, and ensuring that 
children in need received vital support. 
 

Reflecting on her long-standing connection with ASCT, Ann shares: 
"It has been a great pleasure to see how well it has been run and how it 
has grown beyond imagination. I love to see the smiling faces of these 
gorgeous children in all the circulars you send, and I particularly valued a 
big ‘thank you’ card from the children with so many messages and   
drawings, which stayed up in my kitchen for many years. They are so   
artistic. I am just so sad I never actually got to visit and meet some of 
them." 
 

Ann also expresses deep appreciation for the support provided not only 
in the homes but also within families and schools, celebrating the       
children’s successes—including those who have reached higher            
education. 
"I have been very privileged to follow all the work and commitment of 
those who run the Charity. Thank you for the joy and achievement you 
give to so many." 
 

We are immensely grateful for Ann’s unwavering support over the years. 
Her dedication is a testament to the long-lasting impact that              
compassionate individuals can have on the lives of vulnerable children. 
 
 

Kay Mackay 
Chair - Children of the Dump  
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A Brighter Future for Faith: How Sponsorship Changes Lives 

Faith lives with her parents and her younger   
sister in a small house shared with extended 
family. With 12 people under one roof, daily life 
is challenging, especially as their home is prone 
to flooding during heavy rains.  
 

Her father works as a fish vendor, earning        
approximately 14,000 pesos monthly, while her 
mother cares for the children and occasionally 
takes on seasonal work at a cosmetic factory. 
Despite their struggles, they are deeply          
committed to providing a loving and supportive 
environment for their daughters. 
 

Faith recently graduated from Cashew Tree 2 
with honours and is now thriving as a Grade 1 
student at Kasiglahan Village Elementary School 
Annex. Her mother accompanies her to and from 
school each day. Faith is an eager learner, always completing her         
assignments with enthusiasm and dedication. Her teachers describe her 
as respectful, polite, and attentive—qualities that have earned her 
recognition as a top-performing student in her class. 
 

Beyond academics, Faith is a sweet and responsible child who enjoys 
drawing, writing, and playing with her toys. She is also learning simple 
household chores, helping her mother with tasks like sweeping and    
organizing her belongings. More than anything, Faith dreams of           
becoming a doctor so she can help those in need—a reflection of her 
kind and compassionate heart. 
 

By becoming a Grapevine student, Faith will receive the additional     
support she needs to continue her education and work toward her 
dream. With sponsorship, she will have access to essential resources, a 
nurturing learning environment, and the encouragement to reach her 
full potential. 
 

Your support and sponsorship can make a difference in Faith’s life and in 
the lives of many children like her. 
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MEET MARYANE FROM ASCF 
 

Hello, I am Maryane Escarcha.  
 

For over 11 years, ASCF has been more than 
just a workplace—it has been my mission, 
my passion, and my second home. Looking 
back, my journey began as a case manager at 
Mango Tree House, our residential care pro-
gram. The challenges were real, but so were 
the triumphs. Seeing the children grow, heal, 
and dream again made every struggle worth 
it. Their stories and resilience reaffirmed that 
this is not just a career but a mission deeply 
rooted in my heart. 
 

Now, as the Program Manager, I have the privilege of overseeing the 
Mango, Grapevine, and Cashew programs. Together with our dedicated 
teams, we strive to create a nurturing environment where every child 
receives the love, support, and opportunities they deserve. We do more 
than meet their needs, we equip them with confidence, skills, and hope 
for a brighter future. Their laughter, determination, and even the     
smallest victories continually inspire my commitment to our ASCF family. 
 

Over the years, I have come to understand how vital our mission is. We 
are not simply shaping futures—we are laying the foundation for        
children to become self-reliant individuals. The journey isn’t always easy; 
moments of doubt and disappointment arise. But these challenges push 
us to do better, serve with even more dedication, and remain steadfast in 
our purpose. 
 

Above all, I am profoundly grateful to God and the people who have 
shaped me into who I am today. Their guidance, wisdom, and               
unwavering support inspire me to serve with even greater passion. 
 

ASCF is no longer just an organization to me—it is part of who I am. The 
relationships built, the lessons learned, and the lives touched make this 
journey worth every effort, and I wouldn’t have it any other way. 
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Hello. I’m Marry Jane, a kindergarten teacher 
at ASCF Cashew and a previous Mango Tree 
Student. 
 

At its core, teaching is an act of love—a             
commitment to shaping young minds and 
nurturing future dreams. It’s more than  
sharing knowledge; it’s about guiding        

children through their first steps in learning, helping them discover their 
potential, and being a steady presence in their growth.  
 

In my three years as a teacher, I started with boundless enthusiasm,   
eager to inspire and ignite a love for learning. But I quickly realized that 
teaching is not just about lessons and textbooks. It’s about                    
understanding each child’s unique needs, meeting them where they are, 
and supporting them through their emotions, struggles, and victories. 
Some days are tough, filled with challenges that test patience and       
resilience. Teaching requires not just knowledge, but heart.  
 

Despite the difficulties, the rewards are immeasurable, not only for me 
but for every child. The joy of seeing a child grasp a concept they once 
struggled with, the excitement in their eyes, the confidence growing in 
their voices—these precise moments make every challenge worthwhile.  
 

Teaching is both a challenge and a privilege. It 

demands endurance, empathy, and               

unwavering dedication. But at the end of the 

day, when I see my students grow, even in the 

smallest ways, I am reminded why I chose this 

path. And without a doubt, I would choose it 

again. I am thankful to ASCF for their support 

and the opportunity they have given to me to 

teach.  

Marry Jane—Cashew Teacher  

MY STORY  BY: MARRY JANE  
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Help Change Lives – Volunteer with Children of the Dump  

Michael, a dedicated volunteer, shares why he      
supports Children of the Dump: 
"I wanted to help improve the life chances of children 
living in squalor around the  rubbish dumps.           
Volunteering for a small charity is great because it’s 
fun—you get involved in different things and can 
make a real impact quickly. You also meet a variety of 

people along the way. When our ideas work, it’s so rewarding; just a 
simple coffee morning can raise enough to keep a child in school for a 
whole year!" 
 

Katryn Napao - Volunteer 
“I joined Children of the Dump as an Assistant       
Treasurer in early 2024 and have been inspired by 
the dedication of our trustees and volunteers. 
Growing up in the Philippines, I understand the  
challenges faced by the children in underprivileged 
communities - I know their faces and struggles. Now  
living in London and have been working                 
internationally for the last 7 years, I feel a strong drive to give back by 
helping provide children with the opportunities they need to change 
their lives for the better. All it takes is an opportunity to unlock a child's               
potential—just as it did for me. I know that everyone at Children of the 
Dump is wholeheartedly committed to creating opportunities for the 
children in the Philippines” 
 

Would you like to join us and help change lives? We’re looking for      
passionate volunteers to support fundraising, spread awareness, and 
bring fresh ideas to our work. 
 

Get in touch with John at the CotD Office on 0300 102 4509 or 
office@childrenofthedump.org.uk to find out how you can get  involved, 
or visit our Volunteer page at - 

https://childrenofthedump.org.uk/volunteering-in-the-uk 
 

Together, we can make a lasting difference! 

https://childrenofthedump.org.uk/volunteering-in-the-uk
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Join Our 50/50 Lottery & Celebrate 50 Years!  

Starting in May 

Join Our 50/50 Lottery & Celebrate 50 Years!  

We’re thrilled to announce an exciting 
way to celebrate our charity’s 50th    
Anniversary – our 50/50 Charity 
Lottery! 
 
 

Win Big & Make a Difference!  
By joining, you’re supporting Cashew 
Tree School, Mango Tree House, and 
the Grapevine Scholarship Program, 
providing vital education and care for  
vulnerable children in Manila – and you 
also have the chance to win a  fantastic 
cash prize! 

 

How It Works:  
Entry costs £5 per ticket per month (players may purchase multiple  tickets) 

50% of the total pot goes to one lucky winner. 
50% funds children’s education and welfare. 
 
 

How to Enter: 
Email 50-50lottery@childrenofthedump.org.uk to request to play. 
We’ll send you further details, Terms and Conditions and instructions on 
setting up a monthly payment via online banking. 
 
 

The more you play, the bigger the jackpot  
and the greater the impact you make. 

 
 

 

‘The Children of the Dump small charity 
lottery is licensed by  

Surrey Heath Borough Council'  

50/50 Lottery 

mailto:50-50lottery@childrenofthedump.org.uk
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Kingdom Print Expands Support for Children of the Dump  

For several years, Children of the Dump (ASCT) has relied on Kingdom 
Print for all our charity’s publication needs. Their commitment to       
producing high-quality printing at exceptional prices for Christian        
organisations stems from their faith rather than financial gain. 

Now, Kingdom Print has taken their mission even further with the launch 
of Kingdom Marketplace, an online Christian marketplace. We are      
delighted to share that Children of the Dump (ASCT) has been chosen as 
one of the selected charities to receive profits beyond Kingdom Print’s 
costs. This incredible generosity will help support our work with children 
in Manila. 

About Kingdom Marketplace 
Kingdom Marketplace is a not-for-profit, community interest Christian 
marketplace guided by Christian values and a desire to support causes 
aligned with faith. The initiative grew from Kingdom Print CIC, a         
community interest printing company founded over eight years ago. 
 

Motivated by their faith, they provide an online platform to uplift    
Christ-centred businesses, creatives, and organisations, offering quality 
products and services while fostering a community of Christian buyers 
and sellers. 
 

We encourage our supporters to explore Kingdom Marketplace and   
support this wonderful initiative. 
 

Visit: www.kingdommarketplace.org.uk 

http://www.kingdommarketplace.org.uk
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Celebrating 50 Years of Impact: Exciting Events Ahead!  

2025 is a major milestone in the history of our charity, and we are 
thrilled to announce the upcoming celebration of our 50th                  
Anniversary! Over the coming months, we'll be hosting a variety of 
special events to honour this incredible journey and the lives we've 
touched together. 
Here’s a sneak peek at some of the exciting celebrations coming your 
way and dates for your diary: 
 

Thanksgiving & Tea Parties – Reflect and Celebrate! 
Join us for gatherings to reflect on the past and share stories of how 
our charity has made a difference. 
 

St Paul’s Church, Camberley, Surrey 

June 28th 10:30am - 1:30pm 

 
 

 
 

Ascension Church, Peacehaven, Brighton 
July 12th 10:30am - 1:30pm 
 

 

 

BFBA Charity Ball 2025 – Glitz & Glamour! 

Holiday Inn, Reading South 

June 21st 7:00pm 

Enjoy an evening of elegance with a—           

Three-course dinner, disco, auction, and raffle. 

 

For further details, contact BFBA on their Facebook page - 

https://www.facebook.com/share/1KLARoxesp/?mibextid=wwXIfr  

https://www.facebook.com/share/1KLARoxesp/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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High Cross Church, Knoll Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 3SY 

Tel:  0300 102 4509 

'Calling an 0300 number is charged at the same rate as calling a standard landline'  

Website:  www.childrenofthedump.org.uk   

E-mail:  office@childrenofthedump.org.uk 

Facebook: childrenofthedumpmanila  
 

Registered Charity CIO No 1198301 

Celebrating 50 Years of Impact: Exciting Events Ahead!  

CONTACT US AT CHILDREN OF THE DUMP  

Coffee Morning – Connect and Catch Up!  

Heatherside Church, Camberley, Surrey. 

Saturday 15th November 10am—12 midday 
 

 

Come along to our Coffee Morning, and hear the latest updates about 

our charity’s work. It’s a great opportunity to ask questions, share ideas, 

and find out how your support is making a difference. 

Join Our New 50/50 Lottery! 

 

Launching in May, our brand-new Online 50/50 Lottery is a fun and easy 

way to get involved while supporting the charity. With half of the        

proceeds going towards our projects and the other half to a lucky winner 

each month, you can contribute to a great cause while having a chance 

to win! See Page 9 on how to participate. 

These are just a few of the exciting events we have planned to celebrate 
this incredible milestone. Keep an eye on our monthly news sheets and 
our Upcoming Events webpage for further details and more ways to get    
involved.  Visit our website https://childrenofthedump.org.uk/events/ 
 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

https://childrenofthedump.org.uk/events/

